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He was presented at Court in the guise of a
Kamchatkan huntsman, and became the hero of the
hour. Later he published an account of his experi-
ences together with a lexicon of the Kamchatkan
tongue. It afterwards transpired that the terrible
journey had been the means of saving his life; for had
he remained with his leader he would undoubtedly have
perished when La Perouse's two ships were lost with
all hands.
After the French Revolution Barthelemy was
appointed Consul General in Russia, and at the time
of Napoleon's disastrous campaign he was made
District Governor. He was inclined to refuse the post,
pleading incompetence. " Your Majesty will be badly
served," he said. " It is a wretched district, and I
should make an even worse administrator." But the
Emperor was concerned to re-establish order, and knew
that he had the right man. " What you say of the
district," he had replied, " is no doubt correct; but
nothing could be less true of the administrator."
Despite his misgivings, Barthelemy carried out his duties
so admirably that he received special commendation in
the twenty-second despatch of the Grand Army.
Nevertheless Russia was to prove as fatal for him as
for the sovereign he served: he lost everything in the
Great Retreat and that terrible winter of 1812. .
Practically penniless, he sought service under the
Restoration, only to be ruined again through a bank
failure. His last appointment was as charge d'affaires
at Lisbon, a position which he held until his death in
1832.
The career of Mathieu de Lesseps was also affected